
PITCHING 
CLIENTS : 

Avoid these 5 
mistakes



Five DEADLY mistakes to avoid when you pitch

Clients. 

They are the lifeblood of your freelance business. 

So how do you effectively land them so you can get paid ? 

Well, coming from someone who has actively freelanced for the last 2.5  
years, I will tell you this : it is not a walk in the park. 

However, there are things you can do to make the pitching process 
smoother so you land more clients. 

In this guide, I am sharing 5 mistakes you absolutely need to avoid when you pitch. 

Mistake #1 : You make the pitch about YOU 

This pitch is not about you. 

It is all about how you can help your clients solve a problem. 

Your pitch needs to state this clearly. If you open your pitch telling your potential 
client about how amazing you are without specifically stating how you can help 
THEM, it could cost you that client. 

E.g. 

Hello Dave,  
I just saw your ad for a freelance writer on ABC job board. I would LOVE to become the 
go-to writer for your business. Here's how I can help... 
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Mistake #2 : You don't send samples of your work 

Send samples of your work in your very first pitch. 

DO NOT e-mail your potential client and ask them if they want you to send samples. 

Of course they want you to send samples of work you have done !  

If they are going to pay you, you need to show them proof that you can do what you 
say you can do. 

On top of that, you always have to operate from a space where you respect the time 
of your potential client - we all appreciate people who don't waste our time.  

Asking them if they want you to send samples can be regarded as a time-waster if 
they have to sit down and send you an extra e-mail. 

Mistake #3 : You don't do research on the potential client 

You may not always have a website to go to or resources on your client to refer to. 

However, when you do, read what the company or client is about.  

- Do their values align with yours ? (Yes, I have had to turn work down for this 
reason) 

- What is the "culture" of the company based on what you find out in your research ? 

- Is there an extra observation you make on their website that you believe you can 
solve for them with your services ? 

Doing your research will help you write a well-tailored pitch that is more likely to 
land you the gig. 
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Mistake #4 : You don't read the description/follow instructions 

This is applicable when you are pitching to clients you find on job boards. 

Make sure to read the description clearly and follow instructions for pitching closely. 

This will show that you care and do pay attention to detail.  

Mistake #5 : Spelling and grammar mistakes 

Imagine trying to make a good first impression with a pitch that is full of spelling 
mistakes and grammatical errors ? 

Not a good look and it could cost you a client. 

No. You don't have to be a spelling bee champ or grammar queen. 

But make sure to go through your pitch once you have finished writing it and read it 
aloud if possible to make sure your pitch does not have mistakes.  
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Hey there ! 

My name is Gee Nonterah. I have been freelancing 
successfully since October 2015. 

I am passionate about helping newbie freelancers start and 
build freelance businesses that allow them to have more 
financial freedom and family time. 

CLICK HERE TO follow me on YouTube for more tips 
on winning at your freelance career.

http://youtube.com/gertrudenonterahtv
https://www.youtube.com/gertrudenonterahtv

